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are persons of every faith and some who hold
to no faith. Some attend very traditional, litur-
gical Christian churches and some attend
services of Eastern faiths. Some are members
of Latter-Day Saint congregations and others
are Pentecostal Evangelicals. Idaho has a vi-
brant Jewish community—Idaho was the first
state in the Nation to have a Jewish gov-
ernor—and our state’s Catholics were among
millions of fellow worshippers who recently
welcomed the Pope to our country.

| could keep going, but you get the point:
Like most congressional districts, every major
religion and denomination is represented in
Idaho’s First. Their adherents are full citizens
of our great Republic and persons | am hon-
ored to represent here in our Nation’s capital.

At the same time, it is indisputable that the
Judeo-Christian moral tradition was funda-
mental to our Nation’s founding. And this
week, we in Congress are joining with Ameri-
cans of every religious tradition in noting the
importance of that tradition to the institutions
we cherish and the way of life we enjoy.

Our country’s Founding Fathers were im-
bued from an early age with a profound sense
of the Judeo-Christian worldview. In a recent
interview, Dr. James Hutson, chief of the Li-
brary of Congress’s manuscript division, said,
“Jefferson and others were tutored by min-
isters. They were an extremely biblically lit-
erate generation. This certainly shaped their
view of Providence. The extent to which they
believed in Providence would be unimaginable
today. Adams and folks like that continually
quoted [Jesus’] statement that a swallow can-
not fall without God’s knowledge. Washington
talks about the invisible hand of Providence.
Their biblical knowledge convinced these peo-
ple that there was an invisible hand of God,
and that there was a moral government of the
universe.”

Dr. Hutson’s view is supported by historians
of all persuasions. But perhaps the best way
to draw attention to our country’s religious his-
tory is by using the words of the Founders
themselves.

Consider the words of John Witherspoon,
president of what became Princeton University
and a signer of the Declaration of Independ-
ence: “It is in the man of piety and inward
principle, that we may expect to find the
uncorrupted patriot, the useful citizen, and the
invincible soldier. God grant that in America
true religion and civil liberty may be insepa-
rable and that the unjust attempts to destroy
the one, may in the issue tend to the support
and establishment of both.”

John Jay was a co-author of the Federalist
Papers. He served as governor of New York
and later was the first Chief Justice of the Su-
preme Court. He has also been called the
“American Wilberforce” for his efforts to work
with his British friend William Wilberforce to
end the slave-trade. What is not often known
is that this great statesman was the second
president of the American Bible Society and
argued throughout his life for the importance
of biblical principles to the future of the United
States.

Jay had a strong grasp on God’s guidance
of the formation of our Nation. In 1809, he
wrote to a friend, “A proper history of the
United States would have much to rec-
ommend it: in some respects it would be . . .
unlike all others; it would develop the great
plan of Providence.”

God’s provision to America was clear to
Jay’s Federalist Papers’ co-author John
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Adams, as well. He knew that it was found in
more than our abundant natural resources, but
also in the very conscience of the people.
Adams put it this way: “We have no govern-
ment armed with power capable of contending
with human passions unbridled by morality
and religion. Avarice, ambition, revenge, or
gallantry, would break the strongest cords of
our Constitution as a whale goes through a
net. Our Constitution was made only for a
moral and religious people. It is wholly inad-
equate to the government of any other.”

In a statement made in 1778 to the Virginia
General Assembly, James Madison, the future
father of the Constitution and President, said,
“We have staked the whole future of American
civilization, not upon the power of government,
far from it. We've staked the future of all our
political institutions upon our capacity . . . to
sustain ourselves according to the Ten Com-
mandments of God.”

George Washington echoed these same
views in his Farewell Address to the Nation at
the end of his presidency: “Of all the disposi-
tions and habits, which lead to political pros-
perity, Religion and Morality are indispensable
supports. In vain would that man claim the
tribute of Patriotism, who should labor to sub-
vert these great pillars of human happiness,
these firmest props of the duties of Men and
Citizens . . . Whatever may be conceded to
the influence of refined education on minds of
peculiar structure, reason and experience both
forbid us to expect, that national morality can
prevail in exclusion of religious principle.”

America’s Judeo-Christian religious heritage
is rich and profound. It has shaped our institu-
tions and nurtured our national soul. It is also
the fount of the religious freedom we cherish:
Those of us who believe in the God of the
Bible believe He gave men and women the
freedom to serve Him or not to serve Him. If
that’s true, we should allow that same freedom
to our fellow citizens.

Our Declaration of Independence refers to
“Divine Providence,” our “Creator” and “the
Supreme Judge of the World.” Our Founders
recognized their need to rely on, and submit
to, His will in all things. May we, in our day
and in this Chamber, continue to learn from
their example.

—

IN HONOR OF THE DOVER AIR
FORCE BASE WINNER OF THE
2008 COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF’S
AWARD FOR INSTALLATION EX-
CELLENCE

HON. MICHAEL N. CASTLE

OF DELAWARE
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Mr. CASTLE. Madam Speaker, it is with
great pleasure that | rise today to recognize
the Dover Air Force Base upon receiving the
prestigious 2008 Commander-in-Chief's Award
for Installation Excellence. This is the first time
in the 23-year history of the award that an Air
Mobility Command installation has been rec-
ognized as the best in the Air Force.

The Commander-in-Chief's Annual Award
for Installation Excellence honors the efforts of
those who operate and maintain U.S. military
bases. The Dover Air Force Base was one of
only five recipients of this award, given for
their outstanding support of Department of De-
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fense missions through exceptional practices,
which enhance the quality of life for members
of our military and allow for better mission per-
formance. The Dover Air Force Base com-
peted against 117 wings throughout the entire
Air Force to win the award and $1 million to
be used to further enhance the quality of life
for base residents. Team Dover was distin-
guished for its many efforts to increase effi-
ciency, including the opening of a techno-
logically advanced Air Freight Terminal and its
use of Air Force Smart Operations for the 21st
Century. In addition, the base was named the
Air Force’s Outstanding Housing Installation
Team for a Privatized Location.

The award money will be used to continue
to keep Dover Air Force Base top among the
nation’s air bases in terms of quality of life for
its residents. Selected projects include making
needed upgrades to the base’s movie theater,
repairing the running track and football field,
constructing a jogging and walking path, and
putting in a new wireless audio system in the
Fitness Center. Part of the funds will also go
toward installing flush-mounted lights along
three crosswalks to better alert drivers to pe-
destrians on the street. The goal of these
projects is to keep the fitness and safety of
our soldiers and their families at the top of
Team Dover’s list of priorities.

| congratulate the military and civilian em-
ployees at the Dover Air Force Base for the
momentous achievement of receiving the
Commander-in-Chief's Award for Installation
Excellence. It is a compelling testament to the
excellence with which each and every duty is
performed by the men and women of Team
Dover. The superiority of their work is vital to
the critical task of maintaining our military’s
prominence in the world.

TRIBUTE TO SANDRA J. HAMLIN
HON. SHELLEY MOORE CAPITO

OF WEST VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, May 7, 2008

Mrs. CAPITO. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize the induction of Sandra J. Hamlin
into the West Virginia Affordable Housing Hall
of Fame.

Born and raised in West Virginia and a
graduate of Marshall University, Hamlin has
demonstrated a commitment to affordable
housing. As the executive director of the Reli-
gious Coalition for Community Renewal
(RCCR), Hamlin oversees housing assistance
for low income families, people with disabil-
ities, seniors and the homeless.

In addition to her work with RCCR, Hamlin
is the chair of the West Virginia Affordable
Housing Trust and was instrumental in the de-
velopment of EcoDwell, a partnership that uti-
lizes an environmentally friendly home in
Charleston’s East End.

Madam Speaker, the West Virginia Afford-
able Housing Hall of Fame was created for the
purpose of honoring those who are true lead-
ers in affordable housing and have shown
dedication and worked diligently to address
the affordable housing in the State. Without
question, Sandra Hamlin’s lifetime of service
merits this honor.

Congratulations, to Sandra on her accom-
plishments to provide West Virginians with af-
fordable housing. The Mountain State is proud
to call her one of our own.
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